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CeŶtƌal  IlliŶois Fiƌe IŶǀesigatoƌs AssoĐiaioŶ 

Featuƌed Speakeƌs 
foƌ ϯ DaǇs! 

ViĐkie SĐhaefeƌ 

Steǀe ChasteeŶ 

Ϯϲth AŶŶual CoŶfeƌeŶĐe  

FeďƌuaƌǇ ϭϳ-ϭϵ, ϮϬϭϳ 

All SessioŶs aƌe Tested  aŶd SaŶĐioŶed ďǇ IAAI 



 

CeŶtƌal IlliŶois Fiƌe IŶǀesigatoƌs  AssoĐiaioŶ  Ϯϲth AŶŶual CoŶfeƌeŶĐe ϮϬϭϳ 

FƌidaǇs CoŶfeƌeŶĐe SĐhedule  

SpoŶsoƌed ďǇ   

CoŶfeƌeŶĐe SĐhedule—FƌidaǇ, FeďƌuaƌǇ ϭϳ 

ϭϭ AM - ϭ PM  SigŶ-iŶ aŶd RegistƌaioŶ / TiĐket foƌ Rale  

ϭ - ϯ PM  “BaĐk to the BasiĐs͟ Fire “ĐeŶe EǆaŵiŶaioŶ ͞ϭϬϭ͟ 

 Steǀe ChasteeŶ aŶd ViĐkie SĐhaefeƌ  

 Steǀe aŶd ViĐkie ǁill disĐuss iƌe iŶǀesigaioŶs fƌoŵ                   
 the ǀieǁ of the puďliĐ aŶd pƌiǀate seĐtoƌ iƌe iŶǀesigatoƌ.       
 LeĐtuƌe topiĐs ǁill iŶĐlude a ǀaƌietǇ of suďjeĐt ŵateƌs fƌoŵ  
 aŶalǇziŶg  the iŶiial Đallout to Đouƌtƌooŵ tesiŵoŶǇ.  

 LeĐture IiŶerarǇ  

 PlaǇiŶg ŶiĐe iŶ the SaŶd Boǆ 

      ϵϮϭ 

      Fiƌe PateƌŶ AŶalǇsis 

      Pƌopeƌ Fiƌe FatalitǇ IŶǀesigaioŶs 

      WoƌkiŶg ǁith TeĐhŶologǇ 

      Case Studies       

    

ϯ - ϯ:ϭϱ PM  Bƌeak  

ϯ:ϭϱ - ϱ PM  “BaĐk to the BasiĐs͟ Fire “ĐeŶe EǆaŵiŶaioŶ ͞ϭϬϭ͟  ;cont.Ϳ 
 Steǀe ChasteeŶ aŶd ViĐkie SĐhaefeƌ  

ϳ - ϭϭ PM  HospitalitǇ Rooŵ  

HospitalitǇ Rooŵ SpoŶsoƌed ďǇ   

OF PEORIA 



CoŶfeƌeŶĐe SĐhedule 

 

CeŶtƌal IlliŶois Fiƌe IŶǀesigatoƌs  AssoĐiaioŶ Ϯϲth AŶŶual CoŶfeƌeŶĐe ϮϬϭϳ 

SatuƌdaǇ CoŶfeƌeŶĐe           
SĐhedule  

SpoŶsoƌed ďǇ   

SatuƌdaǇ LuŶĐh SpoŶsoƌed ďǇ   

HospitalitǇ Rooŵ SpoŶsoƌed ďǇ   

CoŶfeƌeŶĐe SĐhedule—SatuƌdaǇ, FeďƌuaƌǇ ϭϴ 

ϳ - ϴ AM  SigŶ-iŶ aŶd RegistƌaioŶ / TiĐket foƌ Rale  

ϴ - ϴ:ϭϱ AM OpeŶiŶg IŶtƌoduĐioŶs  

ϴ:ϭϱ - ϭϬ AM  “BaĐk to the BasiĐs͟ Fire “ĐeŶe EǆaŵiŶaioŶ ͞ϭϬϭ͟  ;cont.Ϳ  

Steǀe ChasteeŶ aŶd ViĐkie SĐhaefeƌ  

ϭϬ - ϭϬ:ϭϱ AM  Bƌeak  

ϭϬ:ϭϱ - NooŶ  “BaĐk to the BasiĐs͟ Fire “ĐeŶe EǆaŵiŶaioŶ ͞ϭϬϭ͟  ;cont.Ϳ  

Steǀe ChasteeŶ aŶd ViĐkie SĐhaefeƌ  

NooŶ - ϭ PM  LuŶĐh Pƌoǀided 

ϭ - ϯ PM  “BaĐk to the BasiĐs͟ Fire “ĐeŶe EǆaŵiŶaioŶ ͞ϭϬϭ͟  ;cont.Ϳ  

Steǀe ChasteeŶ aŶd ViĐkie SĐhaefeƌ  

ϯ - ϯ:ϭϱ PM  Bƌeak  

ϯ - ϱ PM  “BaĐk to the BasiĐs͟ Fire “ĐeŶe EǆaŵiŶaioŶ ͞ϭϬϭ͟  ;cont.Ϳ  

Steǀe ChasteeŶ aŶd ViĐkie SĐhaefeƌ  

ϳ - ϭϭ PM  HospitalitǇ Rooŵ  

OF PEORIA 



CeŶtƌal IlliŶois Fiƌe IŶǀesigatoƌs  AssoĐiaioŶ  Ϯϲth AŶŶual CoŶfeƌeŶĐe ϮϬϭϳ 

CoŶfeƌeŶĐe SĐhedule 

 

SuŶdaǇ CoŶfeƌeŶĐe           
SĐhedule  

SpoŶsoƌed ďǇ   

CoŶfeƌeŶĐe SĐhedule—SuŶdaǇ, FeďƌuaƌǇ ϭϵ 

ϳ - ϴ AM  SigŶ-iŶ 

ϴ - ϴ:ϭϱ AM OpeŶiŶg IŶtƌoduĐioŶs  

ϴ:ϭϱ - ϭϬ AM  “BaĐk to the BasiĐs͟ Fire “ĐeŶe EǆaŵiŶaioŶ ͞ϭϬϭ͟  ;cont.Ϳ  

 Steǀe ChasteeŶ aŶd ViĐkie SĐhaefeƌ  

ϭϬ - ϭϬ:ϭϱ AM  Bƌeak  

ϭϬ:ϭϱ - ϭϭ:ϯϬ AM  “BaĐk to the BasiĐs͟ Fire “ĐeŶe EǆaŵiŶaioŶ ͞ϭϬϭ͟  ;cont.Ϳ  

      Steǀe ChasteeŶ aŶd ViĐkie SĐhaefeƌ  

ϭϭ:ϯϬ - NooŶ  Wƌap-up 

NooŶ Disŵiss 



“teve ChasteeŶ 

 

 

 Steve has been in the fire service since 1972 serving as a volunteer 
firefighter and a full time career firefighter and company officer for 27 
years for the City of Bloomington, Illinois Fire Department. He worked 
as a municipal fire investigator for the fire department for a number of 
years prior to returning to suppression duties on a ladder company 
where he retired as a Lieutenant.  

Steve has also worked as a private fire investigator working in the 
insurance industry conducting fire investigations for the past 32 years. 
He has conducted more than 2,900 fire scene examinations and fire 
analysis to determine the origin and cause of the fire. Steve has 
testified extensively in both State and Federal Court as an expert 
witness. Steve is recognized as an “Associate at the Institute of Fire 
Engineers in London, England. He is a “Certified Fire 
Investigator” recognized by the International Association of Arson 
Investigators as well as a “Certified Fire and Explosion 
Investigator” recognized by the National Association of Fire 
Investigators. Steve also attended the ATF National Academy in 
Glynco, Ga. He is still a member  of the MABAS 41 Fire 
Investigation Team in McLean County, Illinois.  

Steve also works as a “Field Staff Instructor” with the University of 
Illinois Fire Service Institute in Champaign, Illinois. He has worked as 
one of the lead instructors in the Fire/Arson Investigation Training 
Program providing instruction to firefighters, police officers and 
insurance company representatives. He is also a National Instructor 
with the Public Agency Training Council in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Steve has also provided fire investigation training to criminal 
investigators from various branches of the US Military.  

Steve regularly consults with various local and state fire officials as 
well as law enforcement agencies around the country to provide 
assistance in fire investigation and fire scene analysis. He has also 
provided expert assistance to prosecutors in criminal cases as well as to 
the insurance industry and manufacturers in civil cases. 

CeŶtƌal IlliŶois Fiƌe IŶǀesigatoƌs  AssoĐiaioŶ  Ϯϲth AŶŶual CoŶfeƌeŶĐe ϮϬϭϳ 

Featuƌed Speakeƌ 



IŶstƌuĐtoƌs Biogƌaphies 

ViĐkie “Đhaefer, C.F.I.;C.F.E.I. 

 

CeŶtƌal IlliŶois Fiƌe IŶǀesigatoƌs  AssoĐiaioŶ  Ϯϲth AŶŶual CoŶfeƌeŶĐe ϮϬϭϳ 

 

  

 Vickie Schaefer recently retired after 20 years in law enforcement 
with the McLean County Sheriff’s Department in McLean County, 
Illinois. Vickie spent more than 13 years as a detective handling a 
variety of cases including death and crime scene investigations. Vickie 
was also assigned as the fire investigator for the Sheriff’s Department 
and is still the team leader for the MABAS 41 County Fire 
Investigation Team. She is a Certified Arson Investigator recognized 
by the Office of the State Fire Marshal in Illinois. Vickie is also a 
Certified Fire Investigator recognized by the International Association 
of Arson Investigators and a Certified Fire and Explosion Investigator 
recognized by the National Association of Fire and Explosion 
Investigators. She has testified extensively as an expert witness in 
origin and cause investigation in Federal and State Courts in Illinois. 
She is a member of the IAAI and NAFI. Vickie is now employed as a 
fire investigator in the private sector conducting origin and cause 
investigations for the insurance industry. 

Featuƌed Speakeƌ 



CeŶtƌal IlliŶois Fiƌe IŶǀesigatoƌs  AssoĐiaioŶ  Ϯϲth AŶŶual CoŶfeƌeŶĐe ϮϬϭϳ 

“erviĐeMaster of CeŶtral IlliŶois   
BƌoŶze SpoŶsoƌs 

CIFIA ǁould like to thaŶk the folloǁiŶg ŵeŵďeƌs aŶd theiƌ depaƌtŵeŶts foƌ theiƌ dediĐated 
ǁoƌk iŶ ŵakiŶg the Ϯϲth CIFIA ĐoŶfeƌeŶĐe a suĐĐess. 

Roďeƌt Sollďeƌgeƌ   OiĐe of State Fiƌe Maƌshall 

JohŶ ;JaĐkͿ Giƌaƌd  West Peoƌia Fiƌe DepaƌtŵeŶt 

Steǀe  BeĐhtel  TƌeŵoŶt Fiƌe DepaƌtŵeŶt 

Boď Haƌƌis   West Peoƌia Fiƌe DepaƌtŵeŶt 

JohŶ KŶapp   East  Peoƌia  Fiƌe DepaƌtŵeŶt 

Daǀe PƌiĐe   ChilliĐothe Fiƌe DepaƌtŵeŶt 

Bƌad PieƌsoŶ   Peoƌia Fiƌe DepaƌtŵeŶt 

ThaŶk Ǉou to the folloǁiŶg Meŵďeƌs 

Silǀeƌ SpoŶsoƌs 
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Gold SpoŶsoƌs 



PlaiŶuŵ SpoŶsoƌ 



PlaiŶuŵ SpoŶsoƌ 



The IlliŶois Chapter of the IAAI proudlǇ supports the 
CIFIA aŶd a suĐĐessful ϮϬϭϳ aŶŶual ĐoŶfereŶĐe. 

 To unite for mutual benefit public officials, private persons, and associations who are 

engaged in the investigation of the origin and cause of fires. 

 To provide, develop and support the establishment of training, educational programs 

and educational materials to improve the quality of fire investigations. 

 To support and sponsor legislation which will improve the quality of fire 

investigations and reduce the incidents of Arson. 

 To develop programs and implement strategies and initiatives to increase public 

awareness of  Arson and its impact on our communities. 

 To encourage high professional standards of conduct among fire investigators and 

continually strive to eliminate all factors that interfere with the investigation of the 

origin and cause of fires. 

PlaiŶuŵ SpoŶsoƌ 

IL-IAAI Mission Statement 
The mission of the Illinois Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators: 



PlaiŶuŵ SpoŶsoƌ 



PlaiŶuŵ SpoŶsoƌ 

HEYL ROY“TER proudlǇ supports the CIFIA aŶd a           
suĐĐessful ϮϬϭϳ aŶŶual ĐoŶfereŶĐe. 

ARSON, FRAUD AND FIRST-PARTY PROPERTY CLAIMS 

 

Fiƌst-PaƌtǇ PƌopeƌtǇ Đlaiŵs, ǁhetheƌ iŶǀolǀiŶg iƌe, Ŷatuƌal disasteƌ, aƌsoŶ, fƌaud oƌ the ŵǇƌiad otheƌ   
issues pƌeseŶted ƌeƋuiƌe speĐial eǆpeƌieŶĐe aŶd haŶdliŶg. 

Ouƌ laǁǇeƌs haǀe a loŶg histoƌǇ of ƌepƌeseŶiŶg iŶsuƌeƌs iŶ liigaioŶ, pƌe-liigaioŶ aŶd Đlaiŵ assistaŶĐe. 

Whetheƌ the Đlaiŵ ĐoŶĐeƌŶs a ƌesideŶial oƌ ĐoŵŵeƌĐial iƌe, stoƌŵ, oƌ thet - aŶǇǁheƌe iŶ IlliŶois - ǁe 
haǀe likelǇ haŶdled a siŵilaƌ Đlaiŵ iŶ the past. 

We pƌoǀide Đoǀeƌage opiŶioŶs, eǀaluate poteŶial suďƌogaioŶ Đlaiŵs, guide the legal aspeĐts of           
iŶǀesigaioŶs, oďtaiŶ eǆaŵiŶaioŶs uŶdeƌ oath, aŶd ǁheŶ ƌeƋuiƌed, defeŶd laǁsuits. 

Ouƌ geogƌaphiĐ loĐaioŶs fƌoŵ the southeƌŶ paƌt of the state Ŷeaƌ St. Louis to the ŶoƌtheƌŶ paƌt of the 
state iŶ RoĐkfoƌd aŶd ChiĐago ŵakes us uŶiƋuelǇ situated to aĐt ƋuiĐklǇ to assess situaioŶs aƌouŶd the 
state aŶd pƌoǀide pƌoŵpt, eiĐieŶt aŶd Đost-efeĐiǀe ƌepƌeseŶtaioŶ. 

Aďout Us 

HeǇl RoǇsteƌ is a ƌegioŶal Midǁest laǁ iƌŵ ǁith ŵoƌe thaŶ ϭϬϬ   
laǁǇeƌs, aŶd oiĐes iŶ Peoƌia, ChiĐago, Edǁaƌdsǀille, RoĐkfoƌd, 
SpƌiŶgield, aŶd UƌďaŶa, IlliŶois. The iƌŵ pƌoǀides legal seƌǀiĐes foƌ 
ďusiŶesses aŶd ĐoƌpoƌaioŶs, pƌofessioŶals, healthĐaƌe oƌgaŶizaioŶs, 
goǀeƌŶŵeŶtal eŶiies, uŶiǀeƌsiies, iŶsuƌaŶĐe Đaƌƌieƌs aŶd otheƌ   
ŵajoƌ iŶsituioŶs. Ouƌ laǁǇeƌs haǀe suĐĐessfullǇ defeŶded ĐlieŶts iŶ 
state, fedeƌal aŶd appellate Đouƌts, aŶd ďefoƌe the IlliŶois Woƌkeƌs' 
CoŵpeŶsaioŶ CoŵŵissioŶs, thƌoughout IlliŶois, as ǁell as iŶ       
Missouƌi aŶd WisĐoŶsiŶ. Ouƌ atoƌŶeǇs also ĐouŶsel ĐlieŶts oŶ     
ĐoŵŵeƌĐial tƌaŶsaĐioŶs aŶd all aspeĐts of ďusiŶess life. Thƌough ouƌ 
laǁǇeƌs' paƌiĐipaioŶ iŶ ďaƌ aŶd iŶdustƌǇ aĐiǀiies, ǁe ideŶifǇ aŶd 
help deǀelop tƌeŶds iŶ the laǁ ǁhiĐh ǁe ďelieǀe ǁill ďe of   ďeŶeit 
to ouƌ ĐlieŶts. 



 

 

 

Holiday Inn and Suites Peoria at Grand Prairie 

ϳϲϬϭ N. OƌaŶge Pƌaiƌie 

 Peoƌia , IL ϲϭϲϭϱ 

;ϯϬϵͿ ϲϴϯ-ϯϯϵϵ 

 

Rooŵ Rate:  $ϵϭ peƌ Ŷight 

A liŵited Ŷuŵďer of rooŵs are availaďle  
at this rate. Please Đall aŶd reserve Ǉour rooŵ 

as sooŶ as possiďle. 
CoŶtaĐt the hotel diƌeĐtlǇ foƌ ƌeseƌǀaioŶs. 

To eŶsuƌe disĐouŶted ƌate, please iŶdiĐate Ǉou 
aƌe ǁith the CeŶtƌal IlliŶois Fiƌe IŶǀesigatoƌs 
AssoĐiaioŶ ĐoŶfeƌeŶĐe. 

 

Host Hotel   

CeŶtƌal IlliŶois Fiƌe IŶǀesigatoƌs  AssoĐiaioŶ  Ϯϲth AŶŶual CoŶfeƌeŶĐe ϮϬϭϳ 

Hotel FaĐiliies 

Welcome to the new Holiday Inn and Suites Peoria at Grand Prairie! Peoria’s newest Holiday Inn Hotel is situated amongst the 
beautiful and upscale Grand Prairie Development in north Peoria, IL. Surrounded by popular shopping, ine dining, casual eat-
eries and the Louisville Slugger Sports Complex, this location is sure to entice both business and leisure travelers alike. Travel 
is easy and convenient being located just minutes away from the General Wayne Downing Peoria International Airport, I-ͣ͠, 
and HWY ͜͝͡/War Memorial Drive. Our non-smoking hotel is the perfect location when visiting Caterpillar, Peoria Civic Cen-
ter, Illinois Eye Center, Louisville Slugger Sports Complex, Illinois Cancer Center, Limelight Eventplex or Bradley University’s 
Renaissance Coliseum. Hotel guests may enjoy a plethora of amenities including an Indoor Saline Pool, Fully Equipped Fitness 
Center, Casually Exquisite Restaurant and Bar, Swift Room Service, Family Friendly Accommodations, and Market͞͠ – an on-
site ͞͠ hour food mart. With just over ͢͜͜͜ square feet of banquet space available, let our attentive, expert staf help you plan 
your next corporate meeting, wedding, award banquet or other social event. With state of the art audio visual equipment, ex-
cellent lighting and exceptional catering, your event is sure to WOW. 

 

 

 

 

 

Amenities 

On-site Guest Self-Laundry 
Facilities( washer/dryer) 
Airport Shuttle Available 

Pets Allowed 

Business Center 
Indoor Pool 
Kitchenette 

Cocktail Lounge 

Restaurant  

Pet Info 

Pet Fee Per Night: $75.00 

Parking 

Car Parking Available 

Accessibility 

Number of Accessible Rooms: 7 

Service Animals Permitted 

 

 

Health & Fitness Center 
Health/Fitness Center On-Site 

Internet Access 

Free Internet 



 

For more information, please contact: 
 

Brad Pierson  (309) 494-8734  

 bpierson@peoriagov.org 
 

Registration Fee 
 

Active CIFIA Members $130.00 
 

Non– Members $145 

Registeƌ oŶliŶe at ǁǁǁ.Điia.oƌg  

PƌiĐe iŶĐludes all ďƌeaks aŶd luŶĐh oŶ SatuƌdaǇ 

No ĐaŶĐellaioŶ. RegistƌaioŶ ĐaŶ ďe tƌaŶsfeƌƌed ǁheŶ ŶoiĐe is seŶt iŶ ǁƌiiŶg to CIFIA. 

Disclaimer: No liability is assumed by CIFIA for changes in program content, speakers, or venue. The 

speaker’s presentation and content of his program is the responsibility of the  individual instructor and not 
necessarily endorsed by any of the persons or organizations associated with this seminar. The CIFIA 

reserves the right to cancel, alter, or substitute any class or instructor without advanced notice.  

NOTE:  RegistƌaioŶs ŵust ďe postŵaƌked ďǇ  

FeďruarǇ ϭϯ, ϮϬϭϳ 

If ŵailiŶg to Boǆ OiĐe 

CaŶ’t register oŶliŶe for soŵe reasoŶ?   

CIFIA  
P.O. Boǆ Ϯϴϵ 

TƌeŵoŶt, IL ϲϭϱϲϴ-ϳϵϯϵ 

Please ŵake ĐheĐks paǇaďle to CIFIA 

Naŵe  

  

Addƌess  

  

CitǇ, State, )ip  

  

AgeŶĐǇ  

  

Cell PhoŶe  

  

Woƌk PhoŶe  

  ;OpioŶalͿ  

Eŵail  

  

   CIFIA Meŵďeƌ 

Coŵplete this foƌŵ aŶd ŵail it ǁith Ǉouƌ 
ƌegistƌaioŶ fee to: 


