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Social Media & Online Investigations 
DATE: November 16-17, 2026                Registration Ends: November 1, 2026 

TIME:  8:00 AM—5:00 PM          16 Hours 

LOCATION: Dixon Police Department, 220 S. Hennepin Ave., Dixon, IL 

INSTRUCTOR: Mark Astrella 

Students will need a laptop or windows tablet (NO IPAD) with internet capability and Google Earth Pro 
for Desktop installed on their laptop.  Bring a mouse to use with the laptop.  
 
PURPOSE OF COURSE: This 2-day (16 hour) program has been designed by the Homeland Security 
Training Institute at the College of DuPage to provide students with the necessary  
information to: Obtain intelligence and evidence with Social Media and other online websites.  
 
COURSE OVERVIEW: This course will provide law enforcement officers with the necessary information 
to find and collect evidence from social media companies and other online websites or investigative 
tools. The class will combine classroom lecture and practical exercises with a forensic mapping tool for 
Social Media device locations along with using the internet to find and locate  
evidence and/or offenders.  
 
COURSE GOALS: 
• Understanding different Federal, State, and Local Law Enforcement Assistance Centers 
• Understanding different paid Intelligence Companies tools and resources 
• Understanding the different information that can be obtained from various Social Media 

companies 
• Understanding how Internet Providers collect and store information and how IP data can be 

used in an investigation 
• Understanding various data obtained from Ride Share and other companies 
• Obtaining Motor Vehicle Digital Evidence 
• Using Advertiser ID locations 
• Using data from resellers and pawn shops 
• Using the internet for investigations 
 
This course has been certified by the ILETSB and approved to meet the following mandates:  

• Lead Homicide Investigator - 16.0 hours  
• Procedural Justice - 6.00 hours  
• Const. Use of LE Authority - .50 hours 
• Civil Rights - .50 hours 

 
REGISTRATION:  
All registrations are received on the MTU#1 website.  Find Registration instructions here  
Partial funding provided by the Illinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards Board. 

 
THIS IS NOT A PUBLIC MEETING 

 

http://www.mtu1.com/
http://mtu1.com/page/15/training-calendar
http://mtu1.com/page/5820/registration---how-to
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